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was suddenly asked the blunt question whether in case of
war between Russia and Austria, Germany would observe
benevolent neutrality as Russia had done in 1870. Werder
telegraphed the embarrassing and indiscreet question to
Berlin. But Bismarck evaded giving any answer to it, and
would have recalled Werder except for Emperor William's
fear that it would hurt the Tsar's feelings. But a few days
later, employing the correct channel of communications by
instructions to the German Ambassador at St. Petersburg,
Bismarck again emphasized his aim of preserving peace in
Europe and harmony in the League of the Three Emperors.
If Russia decided to intervene and make war on Turkey,
Bismarck would use his influence to prevent Austria from
attacking Russia, and he hoped he could succeed in this.
If not, and if war broke out between Russia and Austria
in spite of all his efforts, Germany would not necessarily
abandon neutrality. He would make no promises before-
hand, but he would say that German interests could not
allow a coalition of all Europe permanently to weaken
Russia's position as a Great Power; nor could he, on the
other hand, permit Austria to be endangered in her position
as a European Power or in her independence, and so cease
to be one of the factors on which Germany could reckon
in the European balance of power.16 "We could endure
that our friends should lose or win battles against each
other, but not that one of the two should be so severely
wounded and injured that its position as an independent
Great Power, taking its part in the councils of Europe,
would be endangered."1T
Bismarck's refusal to give Russia a free hand against
Austria caused Gorchakov to moderate his attitude. It was
arranged that the representatives of the Christian Powers
should meet in conference at Constantinople and convince
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